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KASHRUT AND KITCHEN RULES AND REGULATIONS
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1. Use of the kitchen facilities shall be allowed for the official committees of the Temple, including but not limited to the Sisterhood, Brotherhood, Religious School, Youth, Seniors, Bingo and the Temple itself.

2. All food preparations must be performed on the Temple premises.

3. The committee using the kitchen must submit a completed menu form to the Mashgiach at least two weeks in advance and a cooking schedule to the Temple office at least one week in advance of the event.

4. A Mashgiach must be present (volunteer from the approved Mashgiach list) to supervise the premises at all times that the kitchen is in use for food preparation and/or service by any Temple members. This Mashgiach must also check and approve all food and food related items before they are opened or used. No opened food containers or packages may be brought into the Temple. No opened packages of paper or plastic products may be brought into the Temple.

5. No Temple member shall bring any food onto the premises nor shall any food be prepared on the premises unless such foods bear certification of Kashrut by properly constituted Rabbinical authorities. Food preparation and service are limited as follows:

A) Meat items purchased from a Rabbinically approved butcher or bear a Rabbinic seal.

B) Prepared (pre-cooked) foods in factory sealed containers must bear a Rabbinical seal of approval. 

C) Hard cheeses and Jello, in their unopened, original manufacturers packaging do not need a Hechsher. All other processed cheese products such as American cheese and Velveeta type foods in jars, containers, etc require a Hechsher.

D) Fresh, uncut fruits and vegetables do not require a Hechsher. Fresh cut or frozen unprocessed fruits and vegetables and canned fruits and vegetables should have a Hechsher.

6. The rules and regulations concerning Shabbat and holiday observance must be respected and observed:

A) No items of any kind are to be brought into or removed from the Temple between the hours of 20 minutes before sundown of the day before Shabbat or holiday and 25 minutes after sundown at the conclusion of the Shabbat or holiday.

B) Cooking is prohibited on Shabbat and holidays.

C) Only re-heating of food is permitted on Shabbat or holidays. A custodian must turn on the ovens and/or stove for re-heating purposes.

D) No bills may be presented and/or collected on Temple property on Shabbat or holidays.

7. Temple members must use only Temple equipment. Any equipment, serving piece, or decorative piece that comes in contact with food related items and is brought on to the premises, must be brand new and in the original, sealed container and must be marked as meat or dairy accordingly. Items not easily identified as brand new must be approved by the Mashgiach prior to use.

8. Any Temple member or committee using the premises, including the kitchen, shall leave the kitchen in as clean a condition as possible, including the kitchen equipment and utensils. As soon as possible after a meal has been served, committee members shall:

a. Clear all tables (including tablecloths) and return all items to the kitchen.

b. Wash and put away all equipment, dishes and silverware.

c. Dispose of all garbage items (in plastic bags for the dumpster.)

d. Properly put away all food related items including salt & pepper shakers, sugar bowls and contents, creamers and contents, and breadbaskets.

e. Clear and clean all counters and tables.

9. No Temple member may prepare any extra food on the premises for other than the in-house affair for which food preparation has been approved.

10. No food that is removed from the Temple may be brought back into the Temple.

11. While outside coffee beverages are currently allowed in the Temple building, under no circumstances are they allowed in the kitchen or food service areas at any time.

12. All Kashrut questions and/or concerns should be brought to the attention of the Mashgiach.

13. The Rabbi (or the Mashgiach if the Rabbi is unavailable) is the final authority on all matters of Kashrut.
